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Camera Raw is a simplified version of Adobe Lightroom and comes free as part of Adobe Photoshop.  
In this Lesson we show you how to Open Images in Adobe Camera Raw, directly inside Photoshop, rather than using 
Adobe Bridge or Mini .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ  ά/ŀƳŜǊŀ wŀǿέ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ά[ƛƎƘǘǊƻƻƳέ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎΣ 
vibrance, saturation, clarity, ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ ά/ŀƳŜǊŀ wŀǿέ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
brightness, or shadows or shade in them. This lesson covers Camera Raw 7.0 from CS6. The newer CC version has 
even more features, such as the Radial Filter, and the Dehaze effect for fixing washed out bright skies.   
WARNING: DO NOT EVER PRESS THE ESC KEY IN CAMERA RAW, IT CLOSES YOUR IMAGE WITHOUT SAVING IT! 
 

Opening a File in Camera Raw 
 
In Adobe Photoshop CS6,  Do File > Open As  (not File > Open like you normally would), ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ȅǇŜέ 
ōƻȄΣ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ά/ŀƳŜǊŀ wŀǿέ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōŜƭƻǿΥ  
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aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǳǎŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ά/ŀƳŜǊŀ wŀǿέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ άtƘƻǘƻǎƘƻǇ wŀǿέΦ  
 
Your image will then Open in Photoshop inside the Camera Raw editor like this:  
 

 
 
The above image is a JPG image that is very bright on the left hand side, and dark and shadowy on the right hand 
side. This can be seen in the top right hand histogram. We are going to use Camera Raw to correct this.  
 
   

Toggle to Full Screen and Back Again  (and Viewing Camera Raw Changes) 
 

 
 
Go Fullscreen by clicking the Full Screen Icon that is in ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άtǊŜǾƛŜǿέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀōƻǾŜΦ  
 
(Ticking and unticking Preview shows before and after images, to see the Camera Raw changes you have made).  
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Zooming in and Out 
 
There is a Magnifying Glass Icon in the top left hand corner, but it only zooms in and not out. To zoom back out, use 
the magnification controls in the bottom left hand corner, and choose άCƛǘ ƛƴ ±ƛŜǿέΦ   
Or just use Ctrl+ and Ctrl- like we do for zooming in and out on web browsers.  
 

 
 
 

The Top Menu Icons 
 

 
 
From Left to right these are the Magnifier Zoom In, The Hand Moving Tool, The White Balance Tool (first dropper). 
Note that we often do White Balancing on a Photo optionally at the end of processing, by dipping into an object in 
the image that should be white, and then it will go white and all the other colours will adjust accordingly.   
 
The Colour Sampler, (the second dropper), allows you to click on a colour in the image and then supplies the RGB 
numerical values of that colour.   
 
The 5th ǘƻƻƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άTargeted Adjustment Toolέ . This tool changes your Histogram Curve or Saturation, etc but 
in specifically targeted areas of the image, such as the blue of the sky, or the green of the leaves.  Eg. Place the target 
on a dark area and drag, and the whole image becomes lighter throughout when in Parametric Curve mode. Click 
and HOLD on the target icon to see all of the options. This is a great tool, and there is a video on it at this link:  
Targeted Adjustment Tool Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnyelYu_oIA  
 
The next tool to the right is the Crop Tool, then after this the maths angle symbol is the Straightening Tool.  
 
The Paint Brush with spots around it is the Spot Healing / Clone stamp tool. We will show how to use this tool later 
ƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛƎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ōȅ άƘŜŀƭƛƴƎέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƻƭΦ   
 
Then we have the Red Eye fixing tool, followed by the Adjustment Brush, and the Rectangular Graduated Filter.  
Watch the following YouTube videos about these tools:  
 
Adjustment Brush Video:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-A70ncl9W4  (17 mins highly comprehensive) 
  
Graduated Filter Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yi0A8eaBct0  (5 minute Lynda.com video on Sky)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnyelYu_oIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-A70ncl9W4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yi0A8eaBct0
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How to Open a Camera Raw Image in Photoshop (and Save the Image)  

 
When you have finished making adjustments in Camera wŀǿΣ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƳƻŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άhǇŜƴ LƳŀƎŜέ 
button down at the bottom right hand corner to open the image in Photoshop. You can then make further 
Photoshop adjustments if you want to, and then save your image as a JPG using Photoshop.  
 

 
Using the Adjustment Brush in Camera Raw  
 
Watch the ǾƛŘŜƻ ōŜƭƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘ .ǊǳǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŀŎƘŜǎнпллέ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
lady on the left around her eyes and over her eyes. Add some highlights to the hair of both ladies, and also lighten  
up their teeth to make them whiter. (Eg, using the brush increase the Exposure by somewhere between 0.5 and 1.5)    
 
Adjustment Brush Video:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-A70ncl9W4  (17 mins highly comprehensive) 

 
                              Before                                                                                        After 

 

 
 
The effect is very slight, the idea is to lighten up the eyes a little, and make the hair a little bit lighter.  
 
¢ƘŜ ά.ŜŦƻǊŜέ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ŜŀŎƘŜǎнпллΦƧǇƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ   
 
Remember in Photoshop to use File > Open As  and choose Camera Raw from the drop down list of file types.  
 
For images to practice with go to:  www.photosbypassy.com/ CameraRawImages 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-A70ncl9W4
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Using the Targeted Adjustment Tool in Camera Raw  
 
Watch the following video about making Targeted Adjustments, paying particular attention to the sections about 
adjusting up the Saturation of Blue Sky and Green Plants. (First hƻƭŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ά{ŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴέύΦ 
 
Targeted Adjustment Tool Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnyelYu_oIA 
 
The following image of a baby Giraffe in Africa is a very washed out light colour, due to it being a very hot dry dusty 
day when it was taken by Photos By Passy at Kruger National Park in South Africa.    
 

 
 
Using the Targeted Adjustment Tool in Camera Raw, pump up the Saturation of the sky and the green plants to make 
an improved image with ƳƻǊŜ άǇǳƴŎƘέ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ  ό/ƭƛŎƪ άhǇŜƴ LƳŀƎŜέ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ /ŀƳŜǊŀ wŀǿ ǿhich 
will take the image into Photoshop where you can  increase the Contrast.)   
 

 

The start image shown  
ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άDƛǊŀŦŦŜнпллΦƧǇƎέ ŀƴŘ 
can be found in the resources 
folder for this lesson.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnyelYu_oIA
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Using Graduated Filters in Camera Raw  
 
Watch the following video about applying a Graduated Filter to an image to improve the sky:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yi0A8eaBct0 
 
Apply a graduated Filter to the following image to lower the exposure in the sky and clouds.  
Then use the Targeted Adjustment Tool to make the greens of the trees more intense, and the sky more blue.   
Use the Adjustment Brush to paint over and make the distant mountains darker by lowering exposure.  
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άhǇŜƴ LƳŀƎŜέ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ tƘƻǘƻǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻƴŜ ǎǘŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǉǳŀǊǊȅ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
distant hills as well as adjusting Brightness and Contrast. Save the finished image.   
 

Before Image : άMaroondahDam3000ΦƧǇƎέ 
 

 
 
 

After Image  
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yi0A8eaBct0

